
 

 
 

Website: www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk                                        E-Mail: secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

Newsletter Apr/May/Jun 2017.  
Our monthly meetings are normally held on the 4th Sunday of the month, at Newton 
Abbot RBL Club, Marsh Road. 
Parking is available at the Cricketfield car park opposite The RBL Club (Park and 
Display, pay on exit .Sundays free) There is free on street parking in the surrounding 
streets (Sundays only) 
 

Our next meeting will be held on: Sunday 21 May 2017 
Members should be seated ready to start at 11: 30hrs. In the upstairs function room  

 
                        Our Spring/Sumer Buffet Lunch:  Sunday 25 June 2017 

12:30 for 13:00 in the upstairs function room 
 

 

 

 
Ah-Ha  Memories (Hands on Lift UP!) 

Issue # 17-02 
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Our next meeting will be held on:         Sunday 21 May 2017 
 Our Spring/Summer Buffet Lunch will be on: Sunday 26 Mar 2017 

 
Please support you local branch of the Royal Engineers Association. 

 We need your support to survive. 
 
 
  

Keith Tapp  28th April  David Sills   16th May 
Mike Joyce  2nd May  Kevin Davis    28th June 
Rob Herbert 5th May 

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS TO:- 

If we have missed your birthday we apologise, if you would like your date mentioned here let me 
know your details so the records can be updated and your name included in the future. 
 

 
SPRING/SUMMER BUFFET LUNCH 

The date for this event has been set for Sunday June 25th (12:00 for 12:30) 
Location: Newton Abbot Branch Royal British Legion Club, Marsh Road Newton 
Abbot. In the upstairs function room. 
All branch members and their partners are welcome to attend. The cost of the buffet 
lunch will be met from Branch funds, with no costs to members, other than any 
voluntary contribution your may wish to make. 
As is normal custom we will be holding 2 raffles (Prize draw and Booze draw) during 
the event and any prizes you may contribute will be gratefully welcomed. 
Tickets for the Booze Draw are now available from the Branch secretary.  
An invitation has been sent out to Bridgwater, Taunton and Plymouth branches to 
join us on the day. 

 

It is hoped that the branch will be having a trip on the S Devon Steam Railway, 
Travelling from Buckfastleigh to Totnes in the morning which will allow time for lunch 
in Totnes before the return to Buckfastleigh in the afternoon.  
It is hoped that transport will be arranged from Newton Abbot to Buckfastleigh and 
return. The cost of the Rail trip to be born from Branch funds if agreed by members. 
The Secretary will progress the details as soon as practicable.  

SUMMER OUTING 

 
 



 

PART ONE. 

A BRIEF (ACTUAL) HISTORY OF THE CORPS OF ROYAL ENGINEERS 

The origins of British military engineering can be traced back to the Anglo-Saxons 
and King Offa of Mercia in the late 8th Century where men who could build 
rudimentary tools, weapons and make defensive structures out of mud, wood and 
stone were classed as Engineers. Often attacking forces (who, let's be honest... 
weren't particularly intelligent) would attempt to breach these fortifications by lobbing 
handfuls of dried leaves, pebbles, lumps of mud, rodents and small domesticated 
animals at them which (unsurprisingly) often fell 'short of the mark'. In fact they were 
more likely to hit allies, friends and family alike which caused large amounts of 
resentment. These men later became the Royal Artillery but that's another story.  

Later, in 1066, William the Conqueror’s 'King’s Engineer' (Humphrey de Tilleul) 
erected a pre-fabricated NAAFI in Hastings after the battle with King Harold as 
William was absolutely gagging for an egg banjo and a can of warm Tennents lager. 
Humphrey de Tilleul was also less well known as the inventor of the 'kings own anti-
arrow in the eye protective helmet' (after what had happened to Harold) which was 
essentially nothing more than large hollowed out, leather lined gourd placed over the 
Kings head. This revolutionary invention was not particularly successful, partly 
because it was too cumbersome but mostly because (having no eye slits) it was 
impossible for the King to see out of or even where he was going.  

Having fallen into various moats, walked blindly into many walls and fallen down the 
stairs countless times William decided to execute Humphrey de Tilleul as a menace 
to the throne and mankind in general. He was succeeded as King’s Engineer by a 
monk named Gundulph because of his enormous tolerance for drinking vast 
amounts of alcohol (a tradition 'religiously' practised by Royal Engineers ever since) 
and because he knew lots of very rude drinking songs. Gundulph later became the 
Bishop of Rochester and famously oversaw the construction of the 'two' White 
Towers in the Tower of London. Gundulph thought he was building two towers 
because he was constantly bladdered and was suffering from severe double vision.  

Around about 1415 Nicholas Merbury, who had been King Henry V’s "King’s 
Engineer" at the Battle of Agincourt, was made the first "Master of the King’s Works 
and Ordnance" (which was the polite way of saying "Master of the King's bowel 
movements and highly impacted faecal stool") which in 1518 was renamed "Master 
of the Kings own log" and in more modern times the Royal Logistics Corps. The title 
of King’s Chief Engineer was increasingly used in the 17th century, however... it was 
not a singular appointment designating the head of an engineer branch until 1660 
when King Charles II (famous for looking like a Spaniel) appointed Sir Charles Lloyd 
as the first permanent Chief Engineer of England.  



 
 

Sir Charles was the illegitimate son born nine months to the day after a back-alley 
knee trembler between a cheap, syphilis ravaged prostitute and a Scottish, high 
ranking member of parliament. His mother had sold him to a low lever sewer 
maintenance engineer shortly after he was born in exchange for a large vat of 
antiseptic ointment and a bottle of gin (in order to clean and treat her constantly 
oozing sores and pustules). Charles was soon put to work as a latrine u-bend un-
blocker using his bare hands to dig out rancid clumps of backed up turds and bog 
roll in the homes of the upper classes. Charles learned very early in life of the 
wonders of 'modern' toilet engineering and also to never bite his fingernails. 
However, he grew up to be a sickly man and earned the nickname Charles 
'McSkidmark' Lloyd due to the rumours about his Scottish father and the fact that he 
constantly suffered from explosive diarrhoea. It is a little known fact that Charles 
inadvertently invented the concept of the Bangalore torpedo years before it was ever 
built after a particularly bad bout of diarrhoea which blasted the ramparts of a 15th 
century fort into oblivion. Charles never forgot his heritage though and was he that 
was first to profess that the engineer's lot was to sort out everybody else's crap 
when things inevitably went wrong. 

In 1714 the organisation of the Board of Ordnance was reassessed and the then 
Chief Engineer, the Right Honourable Brigadier Michael Richards, proposed that 
artillery and engineers should be placed on separate establishments. This was 
partly because the artillery had a nasty habit of firing on their own troops and partly 
because the engineers were fed up of the sound of the artillery men's knuckles 
dragging along the floor. This was subsequently enacted by Royal Warrant on 26th 
May 1716 and it is from this point that the Royal Artillery and the then Corps of 
Engineers pursued their separate paths. The Royal Artillery continued to evolve, 
almost to the point that they could be classed as upright walking primates whereas 
the engineers continued to drink heavily and devise ever more crude drinking songs.  

The growth of overseas garrisons and expeditions, and the need for engineers 
officers to support them, saw the Corps of Engineers increase and in 1757, 28 
Engineers were promoted from the rank and file and were given a military 
commission. Unfortunately, as times were hard, the Engineers were only given one 
commission so the 28 engineers all had to share it between themselves, taking turns 
for 13 days a year. Thirty years later a Royal Warrant dated 25th April 1787 granted 
‘Royal’ status, leading to the current Corps of Royal Engineers title. In parallel with 
these developments, events in Gibraltar had inspired the Chief Engineer there to 
gain authority on 6th March 1772 to form the first ‘Soldier-Artificer Company’ - the 
fore-runners of today’s non-commissioned ranks. However, due to a series of 
spelling mistakes on the authorisation letter, what was actually created was a 
'Soiled-Artefacts Company'. Later, on 10th October 1787 (having finally realised the 



 
earlier error) the Corps of Military Artificers was formed and on 6th March 1813 it 
became the Corps of Royal Sappers and Miners, both of which were officered by the 
Corps of Royal Engineers.  But, once again an administrative cock-up (between the 
clerks and stores departments) what had actually been formed was the Corps of 
Royal Sappers and minor birds. This wasn't really much of a problem at first except 
for the  fact that the minor birds (famed for not actually being very intelligent after all) 
continually squawked, flew away at the first sign of danger and constantly repeated 
whatever the Sappers said over and over and over again. As such, the minor birds 
were singled out as ideal officer material.  

After realising the earlier error with the minor birds, and not until the abolition of the 
Board of Ordnance in 1855, on 17th October 1856, the Corps of Royal Sappers and 
Miners was finally formed and amalgamated with the Corps of Royal Engineers to 
form the Corps we know today.  Later, in 1877, the Royal Monmouthshire Royal 
Engineers (Militia) was incorporated into the Corps of Royal Engineers.  Although 
not initially part of the Royal Engineers, it can nevertheless trace its origins as far 
back as the Muster Roll of 1539 (or twenty to four in civvy talk) and is now the senior 
Reserve Regiment in the Army. 

 



 

 

The solution can be found on the back page 



 
 

 

 

NEWTON ABBOT ARMED FORCED & VETERANS BREAKFAST CLUB 

 

Next Meeting 
20th May 

and again on 
27th May 

Come and join 
Elaine & Kevin 

Davis, along with 
other like minded 
people for some 

good food, 
company and 

banter 



 

Branch President 

Newton Abbot and District Branch - Royal Engineers Association Officers 

Brian Cocker 

Branch Chairman Tony Franklin  

Branch /Secretary Roger Andrews – [Webmaster/Newsletter Editor] 

Branch Treasurer Keith Tapp 

Committee 
 
 
Standard Bearer 

Paul Lloyd –       [Welfare] 
Jason Downey - [Social] 
Bob Herbert -     [Social] 
Alan Duncombe (standby Kevin Davis) 

 

Branch Correspondence address 

Roger Andrews 
10 Hameldown Way 

Newton Abbot 
Devon 

TQ12 2DN 

 

Tel Nos.        01626 212620  (After 16:30 please) 

Mobile  No 07722 900699 (08:00 -16:00) 

E-Mail   Secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk 

Website www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

 

  
    Solution to skeleton Xword 
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