
 

 
 

Website: www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk                                        E-Mail: secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

Newsletter Jul-Aug 2016. 
Our monthly meetings are normally held on the 4th Sunday of the month, at Newton Abbot RBL 
Club, Marsh Road. 
Parking is available at the Cricketfield car park opposite The RBL Club (Park and Display, pay on 
exit including Sundays) There is free on street parking in the surrounding streets (Sundays only) 
 

Our next 2 meetings will be held on: Sunday 21 Aug 2016 & then Sunday 25 sept 2016 
Members should be seated ready to start at 11: 30hrs. In the upstairs function room  
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BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

 

Jim Mayo  10 July    
Jason Downey 20 July  
Ernie Stables 12 August 
Paul Lloyd  24 August   
 
 

If we have missed your birthday we apologise, if you would like your date mentioned 
here let me know your details so the records can be updated and your name 
included in the future. 

Four members took up Taunton branches invitation to attend their summer lunch, 
which was held on 24th July.  
We were treated to good food and good company. We did well on the raffle as usual 
coming away with eight prizes 

TAUNTON SUMMER LUNCH 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Next meeting 
Don’t forget there is a meeting on Sunday 21 August. 11:30 at the RBL Club. 2 Marsh 
Road, Newton Abbot. 

Newton Abbot Royal Naval Association Curry Evening 
Five members have taken up the invitation to attend The Royal Navy Association’s 
Curry Evening at Newton Abbot RBL Club on Friday 22 July., a short report will be 
given in the next newsletter.  

Bridgwater Branch REA Summer Lunch 
Eight members have taken up the invitation to join Bridgwater branch for their 
summer lunch being held on Sunday 4th September. Once again a short report will 
be given in he next newsletter. 

Oh dear it’s that time again!!!!!   Newton Abbot Branch Christmas Lunch 

 

Please start thinking about Christmas lunch – this year on 11th December at the 
Newton Abbot RBL Club. I will shortly be asking for numbers attending. 

 

 



 

The branch web site at 

THE BRANCH WEB SITE 

www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk . Is up and running, I am still 
worked on it as an ongoing process you can find a copy of all correspondence as it is  
received (except for sensitive info) also copy of all Branch Meeting Minutes from the 
last two years, you will also find copies of all Newsletters for the past two years. 
There is also a news page to help keep you informed. To read Correspondence or 
Branch minutes you will need to sign in as a site member from the link on top right of 
the home page (this is to keep these items confidential to members). 

The site is there for your information so please use it to keep up to date

 

. 

All members of the Royal Engineers are trained combat engineers and all sappers 
(privates) and non-commissioned officers also have another trade. Women are 
eligible for all Royal Engineer specialties. 

SAPPERS.  

All Sappers are trained as Military Combat Engineers. Sappers then qualify in other 
trades such as  air conditioning fitter, electrician, general fitter, plant operator 
mechanic, plumber, bricklayer, plasterer / painter, carpenter & joiner, fabricator, 
building materials technician, design draughtsman, electrical & mechanical 
draughtsman, geographic support technician, survey engineer, armoured engineer, 
driver, engineer IT, engineer logistics specialist, amphibious engineer, bomb 
disposal specialist, commando engineer, diver, parachute engineer or search 
specialist 

 

Although British armies have included engineers since medieval times, they were 
first constituted as a corps in 1717. That year saw the establishment of an officer-
only Corps of Engineers, which gained its 'Royal' prefix 70 years later to become the 
Corps of Royal Engineers. Other ranks were supplied by contracted civilian workers 
then, from 1787, by members of the Corps of Royal Military Artificers. 

ARMY ENGINEERS 

Set up and initially commanded by the Board of Ordnance, the Corps of Engineers 
transferred to direct army control in 1855 when the Board was abolished. In 1856 
the Engineers and Military Artificers were merged into a single corps. By this time 
both separate corps had already been widely active in the American Revolutionary, 
French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, both overseas and in fortifying Britain's 
vulnerable south coast. 

The Engineers have also seen varied service in civil construction, from the building 
of railway, telegraph and irrigation networks in Canada and India, via the erection of 
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the giant Egyptian statuary at the British Museum, to the construction of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum (V&A) in south-west London and a gate at the reconstructed 
ancient Roman fort at Lunt near Coventry. 

Work on the V&A accelerated the unit's interest in photography, with members of the 
engineers going on to document not only military campaigns but also archaeological 
excavations and survey expeditions in locations as varied as Turkey, the Arctic, 
Palestine, Panama, India, Singapore, China, and Russia. Members of the Corps 
such as Lieutenant Robert Murdoch Smith, first excavator of Cyrene, were also 
active in excavation themselves. Other notable Royal Engineer officers included 
Charles Gordon, Lord Kitchener and John Chard, the commander at Rorke's Drift. 

In the 20th century the Engineers were also involved in the beginnings of British 
military aviation, running the Army's School of Ballooning and in 1911 forming an Air 
Battalion that provided part of the basis for the Royal Flying Corps a year later. 
Technological innovation also marked their involvement in the two World Wars and 
Cold War, with an expansion into tunneling, trench-building, forestry, quarrying, gas 
warfare, inland water transport, aerial survey and camouflage in the First world war 
and bomb disposal, mine clearance, bridging, airfield construction and the range of 
tanks adapted for battlefield engineering known as AVREs (Armoured Vehicle Royal 
Engineers) or 'Funnies' in the Second World war. 

Other inventions associated with the engineers include the Bailey bridge and the 
Nissen hut, whilst the unit also provided most of the Army's contribution to the UK's 
atomic weapons development programme. A Royal Engineer was only the third 
recipient of the George Cross, in 1941. 

KEY FACTS

Nicknames: 
The Sappers (other ranks in the corps are known as 'sappers', not privates, after the 
‘saps’ or trenches dug by them right up to the Victorian period) 
The Mudlarks 
The Measurers 
The Mounted Brick-layers 

 
Motto:  
'Ubique'   (meaning 'Everywhere' - awarded in 1832 as the unit has been involved in 
all the British Army's combat theatres) 

Titles to date: 
Corps of Engineers 
Corps of Royal Engineers 
Corps of Royal Military  
Artificers Corps of Royal Sappers and Miners 



 

ROGER’s WORDSEARCH   # 16-04 

 
 

ANSWERS TO WORDSEARCH  #16-03 

 



 

HUMOUR IN UNIFORM 

 

 

 

 

.  



 

Bomb Alert  
Have just heard on the news that terrorists have hidden bombs in hundreds of tins of 
alphabetti spaghetti. If they go off, they could spell disaster. 

$hite: A Definition  
A Sapper stands in the rain with a 35-pound pack on his back, 15-lb. weapon in his 
hand, having marched 12 miles, and says, "This is $hite."  
 
A Para stands in the rain with a 45-pound pack on his back, weapon in hand, after 
having jumped from a plane and jogged 18 miles, says with a smile, "This is good 
$hite."  
 
A Marine lies in the mud, 55-pound pack on his back, weapon in hand, after 
swimming 10 miles to shore, crawling through a swamp, and running 25 miles at 
night past enemy positions, says with a grin, "This is really great $hite."  
 
A SAS Trooper, up to his nose in the stinking, bug-infested mud of a swamp with a 
65-pound pack on his back and weapons in both hands after jumping from an 
aircraft at high altitude into the ocean, swimming 12 miles to shore, killing several 
alligators to enter the swamp, then crawling 30 miles through the brush to assault an 
enemy camp, says, "I love this $hite."  
 
An Air Force NCO sits in an easy chair in an air-conditioned, carpeted office in front 
of his computer and says, "My e-mail is out! What kind of $hite is this?" 

Vaseline 

 

 
A man doing market research for the Vaseline Company knocked at the door of a 
married quarter and was greeted by a young woman with three small children 
running around at her feet. "I’m doing some research for Vaseline. Have you ever 
used the product?"  
She said, "Yes. My husband and I use it all the time."  
"If you don’t mind my asking," he said, "what do you use it for?"  
"We use it for sex," she said.  
The researcher was a little taken aback. "Usually people lie to me and say they use 
it on a child’s bicycle chain or to help with a gate hinge. But, in fact, I know that most 
people do use it for sex. I admire you for your honesty. Since you’ve been so frank 
so far, can you tell me exactly HOW you use it for sex?"  
The woman said, "I don’t mind telling you at all.  
“My husband and I put it on the doorknob and it keeps the kids out."  
 
SHAME ON YOU FOR THINKING OTHERWISE 



 

 

 

 

 

Branch President 

Newton Abbot and District Branch - Royal Engineers Association Officers 

Brian Cocker 

Branch Chairman Tony Franklin  

Branch /Secretary Roger Andrews – [Webmaster/Newsletter Editor] 

Branch Treasurer Keith Tapp 

Standard Bearer Alan Duncombe 

Committee Paul Lloyd– [Welfare Advisor] 
Bob Herbert – [Raffle Supremo & Enforcer] 
Jason Downey – [Social] 

 

 

Branch Correspondence address 

Roger Andrews 
10 Hameldown Way 

Newton Abbot 
Devon 

TQ12 2DN 

 

Tel No        01626 212620 (After 16:30 please) 

Mobile  No 07722 900699 (08:00 -16:00) 

E-Mail   Secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk 

Website www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

 

 
Life Members....................89 
Active Members................30 
Associate Members.............3 

Current Membership 
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