
 

 
 

Website: www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk                                        E-Mail: secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

Newsletter Jul/Aug/Sep 2017.  
Our monthly meetings are normally held on the 4th Sunday of the month, at Newton 
Abbot RBL Club, Marsh Road. 
Parking is available at the Cricketfield car park opposite The RBL Club (Park and 
Display, pay on exit .Sundays free) There is free on street parking in the surrounding 
streets (Sundays only) 
 

Our next meeting will be held on: Sunday 30 July 2017 
Members should be seated ready to start at 11: 30hrs. In the upstairs function room  

 
 

 

 
Armoured Vehicle Royal Engineers, (Bobin, on D Day) 
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Our next meeting will be held on:         Sunday 30 July 2017 
This has moved from the 23rd to accommodate Taunton Branch summer lunch 

 
August meeting Sunday 20th August 

September meeting Sunday 24th September 
 

Please support you local branch of the Royal Engineers Association. 
 We need your support to survive. 

 
 

Jason Downey  20th July  Paul Lloyd   24th August 
If we have missed your birthday we apologise, if you would like your date mentioned here let me 
know your details so the records can be updated and your name included in the future. 

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS TO:- 

 
SPRING/SUMMER BUFFET LUNCH 

Our Spring lunch which was held on 25th June was a great success with around 50 
people in attendance. The two raffles were well subscribed to with total receipts in 
excess of £400.00. well done and thanks to all who donated prizes. 

I have provisionally booked the trip on the S Devon Steam Railway, Travelling from 
Buckfastleigh to Staverton for their Real Ale Festival and return to Buckfastleigh on 
Sunday 27th August. Also we have transport from Newton Abbot – Buckfastleigh and 
return on an old London Transport Routemaster double decker bus. With pick up at 
the bus bays outside Asda supermarket at 10:45 sharp and return at 16:00 sharp. 
for this trip to be viable we will need a minimum of 20 to attend, I will need to know 
numbers by the 30th July meeting.(nil cost to members and partners. Additional 
guest at a cost of £15.00). There is a very nice restaurant at Buckfastleigh Station 
for anyone wishing to partake in refreshments.  

SUMMER OUTING 

We have been invited to join Taunton branch for their summer lunch on 23rd July. 
Any member wishing to attend please contact the Branch Secretary ASAP, cost per 
head is normally £5.00. 

TAUNTON BRANCH REA SUMMER LUNCH 

BRIDGWATER BRANCH REA SUMMER LUNCH 

 

We have also an invite to join Bridgwater Branch for their summer lunch which is 
being held on Sunday 4th September. Any member wishing to attend please contact 
the Branch Secretary by the 30th July meeting. 



 
A BRIEF (ACTUAL) HISTORY OF THE CORPS OF ROYAL ENGINEERS

The Royal Engineers have also been at the forefront of civil engineering. Lieutenant 
Colonel John Bye played a major role in the early development of Canada, including 
the building of the Rideau Canal (Ontario) starting in 1826. Colonel Bye had 
originally ordered a troop of sappers to dig (by hand) an anti-tank ditch. A forward 
thinking man, this was a remarkable order especially as the tank wouldn't actually be 
invented until much later on in the First World War. Unfortunately, shortly after giving 
his order, Colonel Bye got a rather nasty wood splinter in one of his fingers after 
accidentally picking up and passing a shovel to one of his Sappers (the practice of 
'being 'helpful or generally useful' to the junior ranks was strictly frowned upon by 
the Army generals). Worried that Colonel Bye was suffering from shell shock and as 
he was so 'critically' injured and obviously 'out of sorts', medics insisted that he was 
rushed back to the 'front line field medical unit' (manned by what would later become 

 
PART TWO. 
From the middle of the 19th Century, Royal Engineers were involved in virtually 
every scientific development and technical function of the Army. For instance, it was 
the Sappers of the Royal Engineers who invented: 
-The L1A1 semi-automatic, canned food opening device. 
-The Mk.1 beer-bottle opener. 
-The self-loading (NAAFI issue) cheese & ham toastie grill. 
-Hexamine burners. 
-Waterproofs that were actually waterproof. 
-The M170 beer can chilling device. 
-Fascines and Fascine laying equipment. 
-Puritabs. 
-Boiling vessels. 
-Automated bridge-laying systems. 
-The L3B7-P automatic ladies bra and nickers removal device. 
It should also be noted that several Royal Engineer Officers were responsible for 
inventing less well received, unpopular or completely unfathomable inventions such 
as: 
-The inflatable boat anchor. 
-Processed cheese in a tin. 
-Manual bridge laying systems (Bailey, MGOB, HGOB, MGB). 
-Shiny, non-absorbent toilet paper (junior ranks issue only). 
-Powdered orange juice (aka Screech). 
-BATCO 
-Prodding for buried land mines with knitting needles,. 
-Soft, coil sprung, duck down mattresses (Officer issue only). 
-R.O.P's. 
-The L3B7-Q automatic ladies bra and nickers anti-removal device. 

 



 
the Royal Medical Corps) a mere 3,800 miles away in Britain. As such, he never 
gave the order to stop digging, so the Sappers continued to dig. Colonel Bye was 
finally able to send a signal (to stop digging) to his troops after a long 
convalescence, many 'medicinal' brandies and a massive War Pension payout. 
However, as the Royal Signals hadn't been invented yet, the signal took until 1831 
to finally reach the Rideau Sappers. By this point the ditch had continued to grow 
until it eventually reached a length of 125.5 miles (joining the city of Ottowa to the 
city of Kingston). 
At the start of the 20th Century, the Royal Engineers handed over responsibility for 
submarine mining to the Admiralty. In 1904, even though Sappers had been digging 
mines for hundreds of years the CRE finally decided to give up this onerous task as 
his Engineers had never once found any buried submarines. In 1912 the Royal 
Engineers Air Battalion (A single Sapper with a box kite who (using typical Engineer 
ingenuity) had tied a well trained spotter/recon weasel via a length of para cord 
dangling beneath the kite) merged into the new Royal Flying Corps, which in turn led 
to the formation of the Royal Air Force in 1918. The Engineers soon realised that 
this had been a colossal mistake as all the RAF ever did was wax their moustaches, 
take endless Tiffin breaks and generally avoid any form of combat whatsoever, 
especially if it meant that going into combat would make them soil their trousers 
making them less shiny.  
By 1914 responsibility for mechanical transport had been transferred to the newly 
formed Royal Army Service Corps. This was the military branch of the civilian RAC. 
The RAC's habits of eventually turning up five hours after you had been assured 
that they would be there in twenty minutes, going to entirely the the wrong location 
and all suffering from chronic halitosis were required attributes of servicemen joining 
the RASC.  
After the First World War, the Royal Corps of Signals was finally formed in 1920 out 
of the Royal Engineers Signals Service.  The creation of the Royal Signals came 
about because (post World War 1) there was a surplus of OMD80 and sub-standard, 
second hand graphite grease (containing shards of splintered metal) which needed 
to be used up. The more deviant portions of the Royal Engineers Signal Service 
(who had also broken the cardinal rule of NOT drinking alcohol) were rounded up 
and sent into isolation at the Catterick hospital for the criminally deranged. 
Eventually the Royal Signals were created as a group therapy exercise in order to 
treat their sexually deviant and non-alcohol drinking ways. Clearly the 'group 
therapy' part of their treatment had been a little too successful and it didn't take long 
for the Royal Signals to revert to type coming up with the solution to the problem of 
excess military grade oils and lubricants (really rather quickly it has to be said) by 
hitting upon the idea of using it as anal lubricants on each other. It is for this reason 
that they were henceforth known as "Scaleybacks" due to the horrendous dermatitis 
that occurred on the Signaller's lower backs and bottoms from repeated and often 
brutal buggery. 



 
The motto of the Royal Engineers is (in full) "Ubique Quo Fas Et Gloria Ducunt" 
which (by a remarkable coincidence) means "Everywhere that right and glory lead" 
in Latin. However, this is was shortened down to just "Ubique" (Everywhere) which 
has featured on the RE cap badge since 1832. Conversely, the French word 
"Ducunt" is specifically reserved for the Royal Military Police (RMP). It became a 
popular motto given to the RMP by the French military during the Second World War 
when the mod-plods continually held up the allied Royal Engineer advance by 
erecting endless vehicle check points and carrying out kit bag searches. They would 
justify this by saying that they were searching for 'illicit pornographic material' which 
could sap the will of the fighting Sapper'. It was of course well known that Royal 
Engineers (being intelligent, chisel jawed, well endowed, battle hardened, able to 
drink vast amounts of alcohol and somewhat prolific in their ability to cop off with the 
opposite sex) were resented by the RMP. The real reason for the never ending 
pornographic searches (which the RMP would then confiscate and furiously 
masturbate over) was that the no military policeman had been with (or indeed has 
ever to this day been with, let alone seen) a naked woman because of the atypical 
military policeman's Neanderthal features, hairy palms, poor vision, tiny brains, lack 
of humour and under formed micro-genitalia. 
Later, in 1965, the Royal Engineers handed over responsibility for railway and inland 
waterway transport, port operations and movement control to the Royal Corps of 
Transport. The Royal Engineers had assumed that even though the Royal Army 
Service Corps had been such a disaster, surely getting from point A to point B on a 
railway line, canal or river shouldn't be too difficult for the newly formed RCT. This 
proved to be a massive error in judgement. Soon after their devolution from the 
Royal Engineers the RCT began to get lost on single track railway lines, attempt to 
sail tank transporter vehicles down the canals and de-evolve to become massively  
obese, sweaty and generally repugnant creatures with truly horrific body odour. On 
the plus side they did hoard massive supplies of pornographic magazines which the 
Engineers would trade (for antiperspirants) to resupply those magazines regularly 
confiscated by the newly formed branch of the RMP known as the SIB (Sexually 
Impotent Branch). 
The term 'Sapper' derives from (the word Sap which is a trench dug to access or 
undermine an enemy position). Other nicknames were deemed to be inappropriate 
during the early consultation phase as they were observed to be insulting or 
downright offensive to the  Gentlemen of the Royal Engineers. The rejected terms 
included 'Measurers', 'Wedgeheads', 'Mud-muppets', 'Oggies', 'Mounted brick-
layers', 'Slappers', 'Mudlarks'. The nickname 'Muggers' (derived from the notion that 
you'd have to be a bit of a mug to go about sorting out everyone else's problems) 
was also soundly rejected. This was because the term 'Mugger' (as a previous job 
description) could possibly cause concern for future civilian employers upon the 
termination of a Sappers military service, who was now seeking civvy employment 
(unless of course they wanted to work for HMRC Tax office). 
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Answer in next issue 

1. Normal people believe that if it ain't broke, don't fix it. Royal Engineers believe 
that   if it ain't broke, it doesn't have enough features yet. 
2. To the optimist, the glass is half-full.  
    To the pessimist, the glass is half-empty.  
    To the Royal Engineer, the glass is twice as big as it needs to be. 
3. Three engineers were sat together discussing who designed the human body. 
    One said, "It was a Civil Engineer. Just look at all the joints."  
    Another said, "No, it was an REME engineer. The nervous system has many  
thousands of electrical connections."  
   The last one said, "No, actually it had to have been a Royal Engineer. Who else   
would run a toxic waste pipeline through a recreational area?" 

ALABAMA   EAGLES   NEIL YOUNG 
ALLMAN BROTHERS EMMYLOU HARRIS  POCO 
BOBDYLAN   GRATEFULL DEAD  ROSANNE CASH 
COMMANDER CODY JUICE NEWTON  SHANIA TWAIN 
DOLLY PARTON  LINDA RONSTADT  STEVE EARLE 
DWIGHT YOAKAM  MIKE NESMITH  THE BYRDS 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

NEWTON ABBOT ARMED FORCED & VETERANS BREAKFAST CLUB 

 

 

 

President 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Newton Abbot and District Branch - Royal Engineers Association Officers 

Brian Cocker 
Tony Franklin 
Roger Andrews – [Webmaster/Newsletter Editor] 
Keith Tapp 

Committee 
 
 
Standard Bearer 

Paul Lloyd –       [Welfare] 
Jason Downey - [Social] 
Bob Herbert -     [Social] 
Alan Duncombe (standby Kevin Davis) 

 Roger Andrews 
10 Hameldown Way 

Newton Abbot 
TQ12 2DN 

Correspondence  
address 

Tel Nos.        01626 212620  
07722 900699 

Secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk 
www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk 

 

Next Meeting 
29th July 

 

Come and join 
Elaine & Kevin 

Davis, along with 
other like minded 
people for some 

good food, company 
and banter 
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