
 

 
 

Website: www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk                                        E-Mail: secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

Newsletter Jul/Aug/Sep 2018.  
Our monthly meetings are normally held on the 4th Sunday of the month, at Newton 
Abbot RBL Club, Marsh Road. 
Parking is available at the Cricketfield car park opposite The RBL Club (Park and 
Display, pay on exit .Sundays free) There is free on street parking in the surrounding 
streets (Sundays only) 
 

Our next 3 meetings will be held on: 
Sunday 23September 2018 
Sunday 28 October 2018 

      Sunday 25 November 2018  
Members should be seated ready to start at 11: 30hrs. In the upstairs function room 

 
 

 

Ann Widdecombe presents a Defibrillator to the Newton Abbot RBL Club on our behalf. 
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Our next meeting will be held on:  Sunday 23 Sept 2018 
October meeting                            Sunday 28th October 

November meeting                           Sunday 25th November 
 

Please support you local branch of the Royal Engineers Association. 
We need your support to survive. 

 
 
BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS TO:- 

Jim Mayo   10th July  Jason Downey  20th  July  
Paul Lloyd    24th August  Tim Moran   31st August 
If we have missed your birthday we apologise, if you would like your date mentioned here let me 
know your details so the records can be updated and your name included in the future. 

 

ANN WIDDECOMBE PRESENTS AN ADDITION OF A LIFE SAVER TO SAPPER 
CORNER.  

There is a corner of the bar within The Newton Abbot Royal British Legion Club 
which has become known as Sapper corner where several aging Sappers gather 
regularly on at least a weekly basis for a friendly drink and plenty of banter. Close to 
Sapper corner there proudly stands a brand new AED Defibrillator. 

The Newton Abbot & District Branch of The Royal Engineers Association, at a 
meeting held earlier this year agreed to look into funding an AED defibrillator to be 
presented to and stationed within the Newton Abbot RBL Club. Subsequently at a 
later meeting approved was given to purchase the item.  

The AED defibrillator was then purchased from Newton Abbot REA funds and one of 
its members Mr Steve Harvey produced a very fine wooden case to hold it.  

Following the purchase of the defibrillator the REA have received some additional 
donations to help towards the cost from associations and clubs who regularly use 
the RBL Club.  

The Newton Abbot & District Royal Engineers Association invited former 
government minister and sometime TV personality The Rt Hon Ann Widdecombe 
DSG to officially present the Defibrillator to the RBL club, this she kindly agreed to 
do. The presentation took place at 15:00 on the 6th June in the Newton Abbot RBL 
Club.  
Following the presentation the Defibrillator was blessed by the Newton Abbot RBL 
Padre. 

 
 



 
 
Ann was presented with a floral bouquet by the REA branch Secretary’s wife 
Carolyn Andrews. 
  
Ann then circulated amongst and talked with almost all the REA and RBL club 
members present.  
The afternoon concluded with a homemade Cream Tea for all who attended the 
presentation.  
 
Newton Abbot & District Royal engineers Association have also set aside funds for 
the training of the RBL Club staff in the use of the defibrillator and for its ongoing 
main 
 
 
SPRING/SUMMER BUFFET LUNCH 
 
Our Spring lunch which was held on 24th June was a great success with around 50 
people in attendance. The two raffles were well subscribed to with total receipts in 
covered the outlay costs of the event. well done and thanks to all who donated 
prizes. 

SPRING OUTING 

On Sunday 17 June 2018 we had a Coach trip to Bovington Tank museum. The trip 
plus entry to the museum was free for members and their Spouse/partner, on the 
return journey we stopped at Bridport for refreshments prior to returning to Newton 
Abbot RBL Club. A good day ot was had by all who were on the trip. Many thanks to 
Steve Harvey for arranging the trip. 

 

TAUNTON BRANCH REA SUMMER LUNCH 

Eight of our members joined Taunton branch for their summer lunch on 29th July. All 
enjoyed good food and good company, we as normal collected our fair share of 
raffle prizes which did not go un noticed by the Taunton members 
 

NEWTON ABBOT REA SUMMER FAMILY BBQ 

This year we decided to try something different, Kevin Davis & Steve Harvey 
organised a Sunday afternoon BBQ on 12th August. The weather was kind to us with 
the rain clearing away for us, and the event turned out to be a spectacular event in 
what was a predominantly wet weekend. Many thanks must go to the RBL Steward 
Dave and his staff for the preparation and serving of the burgers sausages and 
steaks. The receipts on the day well exceeded our costs and we were able to make 
a donation to the RBL Club for all their support.  



 
BRIDGWATER BRANCH REA SUMMER LUNCH 
Ten of our members travelled to Bridgwater on Sunday 19th August to join 
Bridgwater Branch for their summer lunch which was being held at The Bridgwater 
Sea Scouts Hall. Once again the afternoon was another good chance for members 
of the local REA branches to get together in a friendly and social event 

BRANCH CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

Following the success of last year’s Christmas meal once again this year’s event will 
be held at the Royal British Legion Club Marsh Road Newton Abbot. It will be a 
three course lunch with wine & Port and held on Sunday 16 December 2018 at 
12:30 for 13:30. The cost of the meal for members and partner/first guest will be 
covered from branch funds additional guests will be at £12.00 per head. Tickets for 
the meal will be available from the 1st September. The ticket will have a detachable 
counter foil to enable you to make your menu choices and return to the Secretary.  

We are restricted to the numbers (a maximum of 50) that can be catered for so 
initially tickets will be available for members and their Spouse/partner only, with any 
spare tickets for additional guests being made available on a first come first served 
basis from the end of October. 

CHRISTMAS DRAW 

This year as usual we will be holding two Draws at the Christmas meal 

1. A Grand Draw. Ticket price 20p each  
Prizes include:- Electrical, Household, Watches and other Fancy Goods.  

 (Donation of additional prizes will be welcomed).  
As is our Christmas Draw tradition please gift wrap any donated prizes to 
disguise items thus enabling an equal chances to all draw winners. 

2. Bonus Booze Draw. Tickets £1.00 each       
prizes to consist of a variety of Spirits, Wines, beer Port & Sherry                                

If you would like to purchase Draw tickets they are available from the secretary now 
and up to and including the Christmas meal, or they can be posted out to members 
on receipt of payment. 
 Both draws are open to all members whether attending the Christmas lunch or not.  

Winners not attending the Christmas lunch will be notified of their win and they must 
arrange collection of prizes. 

 

 



 
WORDSEARCH 18/03 

 

 

Answer for Wordsearch 18/02 



 
HUMOUR IN UNIFORM 

 

 
Have just heard on the news that terrorists have hidden bombs in hundreds of tins of 
alphabetti spaghetti. If they go off, they could spell disaster.  

How do you drown a submarine full of blondes? Knock on the door. 

At a Barrack, the commander calls the captain: "Take as many Sappers as you need 
and start building additional toilets. The number of people in need has increased!"  "I 
would suggest, sir, instead of building more toilets, maybe we should hire a new 
cook!" 

‘What were you in civilian life Sapper?’ ‘Happy sir.’ 

A Sapper who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran. 

Having passed the enlistment physical, Jon was asked by the doctor, "Why do you 
want to join the Navy, son?" "My father said it'd be a good idea, sir." "Oh? And what 
does your father do?" "He's in the Army, sir." 

Q: What did Saddam Hussein and General Custer have in common?  
A: They both want to know where the hell those Tomahawks are coming from ! 

 

 



 

NEWTON ABBOT ARMED FORCED & VETERANS BREAKFAST CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates 

Saturday 25th August 

Saturday 30th September 

Saturday 28th October 

Saturday 24th November 

 

Come and join Elaine 
& Kevin Davis, along 

with other like 
minded people for 
some good food, 

company and banter 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newton Abbot and District Branch - Royal Engineers Association Officers 

President 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Brian Cocker 
Tony Franklin 
Roger Andrews – [Webmaster/Newsletter Editor] 
Steve Harvey –    [ Branch Support co-ordinator) 

Committee 
 
 
Standard Bearer 

Paul Lloyd –       [Welfare] 
Jason Downey - [Social] 
Bob Herbert -     [Social] 
Keith Tapp-        [Social] 
Alan Duncombe (standby Kevin Davis) 

 

Correspondence  
address 

Roger Andrews 
10 Hameldown Way 

Newton Abbot 
TQ12 2DN 

Tel Nos.        01626 212620  
07722 900699 

Secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk 
www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk 

 

mailto:Secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk�
http://www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk/�

