
 

 
 

Website: www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk                                        E-Mail: secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

Newsletter May - Jun 2016.  
Our monthly meetings are normally held on the 4th Sunday of the month, at Newton Abbot RBL 
Club, Marsh Road. 
Parking is available at the Cricketfield car park opposite The RBL Club (Park and Display, pay on 
exit including Sundays) There is free on street parking in the surrounding streets (Sundays only) 
 

Our next 2 meetings will be held on: Sunday 26 June 2016 & Sunday 24 July 2016 
Members should be seated ready to start at 11: 30hrs. In the upstairs function room  
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It is with sadness that I have to inform you of the recent passing of another branch member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

 

Rob Herbert  05 May 
Barry Hunter  10 May   
David Sills   16 May 
 
 

 

 

If we have missed your birthday we apologise, if you would like your date mentioned 
here let me know your details so the records can be updated and your name 
included in the future. 

22017363 Sapper Bill Freeman RE 

 
15/12/1929 26/03/2016 

It is with sadness that I have to inform you that 
Bill passed away on 26 March 2016. 

Bill one of the founder members of this branch 
who recently moved to be near his family in 
Romsey, Hants. 

His Son Neil contacted the branch with the sad 
news of his passing. 

Our condolences and best wishes go to his family. 

          
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Our Spring / Summer buffet which was held on May 29th was again a great success. 
Our thanks goes to Barbara and her team for putting on a great spread for us. 
The two raffles made a grand total of £356.50 which almost covered the cost of 
laying on the event, a copy of the accounts for the day will be available for viewing 
at the next branch meeting to be held on 26th June. 

SPRING/SUMMER LUNCH 

 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Newton Abbot RNA Curry Evening 
I have received an invitation to join the local Royal Navy Association for their Curry 
Evening being held at Newton Abbot RBL Club on Friday 22 July. Cost is £4.50 per 
person. Anyone wishing to attend please contact Roger Andrews the Branch 
Secretary before the end of June. 

I have received an invitation to join Taunton branch for their summer lunch being 
held on Sunday 24th July. Cost of £5.00 per person. Anyone wishing to attend please 
contact Roger Andrews the Branch Secretary before the end of June. 

Taunton Branch REA Summer Lunch 

I have received an invitation to join Bridgwater branch for their summer lunch being 
held on Sunday 4th September. Cost of £5.00 per person. Anyone wishing to attend 
please contact Roger Andrews the Branch Secretary before the end of July. 

Bridgwater Branch REA Summer Lunch 

 
 
 

 

THE BRANCH WEB SITE 

Just to keep you informed, I am progressing with the update of the branch web site at 
www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk .  

I am still worked on it as an ongoing process, and it is live now and you can find a 
copy of all correspondence as it is  received (except for sensitive info) also copy of all 
Branch Meeting Minutes from the last two years, you will also find copies of all 
Newsletters for the past two years. 
There is also a news page to help keep you informed. 

The site is there for your information so please use it to keep up to date. 
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I have been informed by REA HQ that we have a new member on out books. 
A warm welcome is extended to Mr Mark Stevens from Buckfastleigh. 
Mark we hope to see you at our meeting in the future where you can be assured of 
good comradeship so welcome to our group.  

WELCOME TO A NEW BRANCH MEMBER 

Out next meeting will take place at The  Royal British Legion club Marsh road 
Newton Abbot, 11:30 in the upstairs function room. 

NEXT MEETING 

 

June 6th, 1944…D-Day, the day when the greatest generation kicked off their 
bloody campaign to bring the pain to the Axis. 
 This is just one account; however, it is indicative of the tens of thousands of acts of 
incredible bravery going on all over Europe that day in  the conflict that followed. 

AN INFANTRYMAN’S ACCOUNT OF THE SAPPERS ON D-DAY 06JUN1944 

Infantry and Combat Engineers love to talk crap to each other, especially over who 
truly leads the way, but when the bullets are flying there is nothing but mutual trust, 
respect, and admiration as evidenced by the words below. 

“The entire beach and hillside was covered with obstacles; a unit of Sappers had 
gone ahead to find where the mines were. Those guys were smack in the middle of 
it, German bullets coming down from up top, and our bullets going back the other 
way, with mortars landing everywhere. They moved in pairs, if one went down his 
partner picked up his kit and kept moving. 

They didn’t call for a single medic, they just kept crawling up the beach as far as 
they could until they couldn’t no more. You could see them pulling themselves up 
the hillside even after their legs got shattered from the explosions, I remember all 
their bodies had marker flags sticking out of them. The dirt was too loose to hold the 
flags up and the blasts would’ve knocked them over, so the guys had shot 
themselves up with morphine and stuck the flags into their legs. When you got to 
one that was still breathing he would tell you where it was safe to step. 

They were about 25 yards apart, When I got to the base of the hill I took a quick look 
back and that’s when I saw it. Those Sappers had made a trail with their own 
bodies. Now how do you not keep going after something like that…. 

– Infantryman’s account of 06JUN44 - “ The muddy ol' bloody ol' Engineers”... 

 



 

ROGER’s WORDSEARCH   # 16-03 

 
 

ANSWERS TO WORDSEARCH  #16-02 

 



 

HUMOUR IN UNIFORM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cannibalism!  

 
Due to a fall in recruitment a batch of Cannibals joined the Army.  
 
The CO welcomed them to the unit "Lovely to have you chaps here with us, just do 
me a favour and don’t eat anyone"  
 
The weeks went by until the CO popped into talk to the chief "Um just checking but 
we seem to be missing a Corporal, you wouldn’t know anything about that would 
you?" The Chief Cannibal said that he had not seen a corporal anywhere.  
 
After the CO left the Chief got all the others together "Right who ate the Corporal? 
Come on I know you did!!!" A hand raised guiltily at the rear of the Group.  
 
"YOU fools" Exploded the Chief. "For month we have been eating Officers and no 
one noticed but you had to go and eat someone USEFUL!!!!!!" 

 

Communication Breakdown... 

 
 The reason the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines squabble among themselves is 
that they don't speak the same language. For example, take a simple phrase like, 
"Secure the building." 
        • The Army will put guards around the place. 
        • The Navy will turn out the lights and lock the doors. 
        • The Air Force will take out a 5-year lease with an option to buy. 
        • The Marines will kill everybody inside and make it a command post. 

 

Shave and a haircut 

 
        A Major and an Sapper were sitting in the barbershop. They were both just 
getting finished with their shaves, when the barbers reached for some after-shave to 
slap on their faces. 
        The Major shouted, "Hey, don't put that stuff on me! My wife will think I've been 
in a whorehouse!" 
        The Sapper turned to his barber and said, "Go ahead and put it on. My wife 
doesn't know what the inside of a whorehouse smells like." 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Newton Abbot and District Branch - Royal Engineers Association Officers 

Branch President Brian Cocker 

Branch Chairman Tony Franklin  

Branch /Secretary Roger Andrews – [Webmaster/Newsletter Editor] 

Branch Treasurer Keith Tapp 

Standard Bearer Alan Duncombe 

Committee Paul Lloyd– [Welfare Advisor] 
Bob Herbert – [Raffle Supremo & Enforcer] 
Jason Downey – [Social] 

 

Branch Correspondence address 

 Roger Andrews 
10 Hameldown Way 

Newton Abbot 
Devon 

TQ12 2DN 

 

Tel No        01626 212620 (After 16:30 please) 

Mobile  No 07722 900699 (08:00 -16:00) 

E-Mail  Secretary@newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

Website www.newtonabbot-rea.co.uk  

 
Current Membership 

 
Life Members....................89 
Active Members................30 
Associate Members.............3 
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